AP Art History

Student Syllabus

Teacher contact info:

Mrs. Gibson

E-mail: rgibson@brownsburg.k12.in.us

Phone: (317) 852-2258 ext: 1406 and 1026
Website: mrsgibsonsclassroom.weebly.com 

               All Prezis from the lectures are available on my website.
Course Objectives: 

· The main goal is for you all to learn as much about art and art history as possible. 

· My personal goal is to have as much fun getting there as possible

Class Needs:

· A large 3 ring binder to hold all of your notes. You may also want to place a folder in here for any extra handouts you are given. 
Slide Lists:

· For each test you will have a slide list to study from which is already posted on our website for your own perusal. This list allows you to make both flash cards so that you know what to study for the test. 

· In conjunction with the slide lists on our site there are all the Prezi for every work of art that we use through the year. These will help with creating the flash cards. These are posted on the APAH portion of my website. 
Flashcards: 

· The flashcards are to be made and turned in ONE WEEK before the test date. This will give you ample time to start using them to study for the tests. 

· You should have one card per number on the slide list. So if there are 30 items on this test’s slide list, then you will have 30 flashcards. 

· Flashcards should include the following: an image on the front, and on the back, title, artist, date, art movement/period/culture, and pertinent information on the piece. 

Notes:

· In class you will take notes using the notes forms provided in class by the instructor. This is an additional way to study the works to prepare you for the test. The templates can be found in the black tray located near the door.

· These notes are due every test day. The notes must include all the works from the book and be in numerical order according to the slide numbers in the book. You must also take notes on the works that are not numbered inside the chapters. But you do not have to take notes on the maps. All other numbered images must be written about. 
· Not all of the works from the book will be discussed in class. That is why it is up to YOU to supplement your learning by reading the entire chapter and taking notes on every slide in the book. Remember that the more you put into your learning the more you will get out of it (i.e. That 5 on the APAH test you really want).
· The notes are formatted so that you will be completing a few different sections. If each section of the notes are not complete YOU WILL NOT get full points. 

· The drawing portion is used to make you STUDY to work of art rather than glance at it. You should only be spending around 30 seconds or less on your drawings. We are studying DaVinci not becoming him. So stick-like figures and basic elements of the work are just fine. 

· The other portion is the actual writing section that shows: content, context, and formalism. 

· Context: what was happening in the world at that place and time that might have influence the artist and the artwork.

· Religion

· Society

· Patrons

· Economics

· Inventions

· Content: What is the message of the work? What is the artist trying to say? What is it all about? Symbolism? Narrative?

· Formalism: What is the media? Techniques? How does is look, basically. Physical descriptions. 

· There are 10 tests so you only need to turn this in 10 times. But there will be periodic spontaneous checks of your notes to be sure that you are taking notes as we go in the class and are not leaving these to the last minute before the test. 
Tests:

· There will be 10 tests for the whole year. The dates are scheduled on the attached calendar.

· What to expect on the tests:

· Multiple choice questions devised from the readings and in-class discussions

· There will also be a couple fill in the blank and or short answer from the reading. 

· Slide identification; 5 minutes per slide to identify the name, artist name (if known), period of art, and date created and in addition describe some of the major identifying factors of the work. 

· All written responses must use full sentences and must use the correct vocabulary to receive credit. 

· On each test there will be one slide taken from a different art history text that corresponds with the period that we are studying. You will be asked a short answer question about this work of art. Generally naming the period and region this work came from and identifying the parts of the work that makes it fit into that category. 

· A ten minute compare and contrast essay will conclude the test. 

· All written responses must use full sentences and must use the correct vocabulary to receive credit. 


Art History’s Greatest Hits:

· This is a packet completed by you that is a great study guide for the AP test!

· This packet is collected 5 times throughout the year. The dates are listed on your calendar for you to prepare for. Just work on the packet gradually as you are reading or going over your notes.

· Whatever chapters we have covered up until the date it is due is how much of the packet you should have completed. 

Study Groups:

· Each of you will be broken up into a study group for the year. This group will consist of 4 people; with each person taking on a specific role in the group for the semester. You will work in this group every week on short assignments and every once in a while on much bigger assignments. Each person needs to hold up their end of the bargain in order for the group to function as a whole.

· You will probably need to meet and iron out details fairly periodically. A good time to do that would be during the teacher's PLC time on Wednesday afternoons. My room will be made available, or you can go to certain sections of the school library.

· There are more details on group responsibilities on the Student Groups handout in this book. 

Weekly Work:

· Every week you will be expected to watch at least one of the Smarthistory videos listed on our website. You can watch them in any order that you like, but only the videos listed on the website are worth the points. Once you have watched one of the videos you will be expected to type a page summarizing what you learned about the content of the piece and your own personal thoughts on the work. Typed, Times New Roman font size 12. These summations will be due EVERY Monday. NO LATE SUMMATIONS ARE ACCEPTED. When you hand in your summation you should also turn in your report list, with the newest finished summation reported. By the end of the year you should have a long list of works with no repeats.
· I will be giving you a packet that we will work on throughout the year. In this packet are questions that usually have corresponding slides and will take 5-10 minutes to answer. We will do this activity once a week or so in our study groups to keep you all on your toes for the upcoming AP test!

Museum Visit Journals:

· To keep you looking at different types of artwork through this first semester you will be required to visit four different museums. Two each semester. 
· With each museum visit you will write a paper that must be at least 4 pages in length and talk about 5 of the pieces that you saw when you were in the museum. You must also relate the works from the Museum to works that we have been studying in class. 
· See full assignment for details.
Non-Western Study Group Presentations:

· Study groups will be presenting 3 Non-Western chapters to the rest of the class. 

· The group presenting will be providing the Chapter Summaries, Challenges, will prepare lecture notes, the prezi presentations, and will be giving the lecture to the class. 

· Both the group and the individual will be graded on these. 

· See the inside assignment for further details. 

Field Trips:

· In April we will be visiting the Indianapolis Museum of Art to look at some great work and study for the AP Art History Test in front of the actual works of art. 
Extra Credit:

· I will be giving you details monthly on local art events that you can attend to earn yourself some extra credit. 
· Some months there will be multiple activities available, but unless otherwise told only one activity may be done from that month for the extra credit. 

· Details for each extra credit assignment will be available on the website. 
· To receive credit you need to turn in evidence; ticket stubs, pamphlets, pictures of you are the event, etc. 

